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■ 9 UAISON 

* ‘ THE BRITISH BROADCASTING C^PORATION 


Head Office: Broadcasting House, London, W.i 

Caversham Park, Reading, Berks. 

TELEPHONE : READING 72742 TELEGRAMS AND CABLES ; BROADCASTS, TELEX, LONDON 


Reference: 


07.MS.JTC 



STAT 


2430 E Street, NV, 
Washington 25 > D.C. 


20th July 19"^4 


Dear Alan, 

Many thanks for your letter of 7th July enciosinr a corh' of the 
renly you received from the Chief of your Tokyo Bureau on the procedu res 
there in the use of NHK scripts. While I appreciate that has 

instituted an additional check before filing a scriot item, 1 do not feel 
that this really overcomes the reluctance vhich our Foreign Office people 
have in making use of material which is the result of script scrutin^r. 

The two main objections to the use of this material seem to be - STAT 

(i) that we are dependent on NHK's ovn translation of the scriot 
and there is no possibility of checking -diether in fact the 
translation of anv narticular item is accurate; 

(ii) there is always the chance that either by accident or design 
significant material broadcast by NHK might not be suoplied 
to you, or that the script as broadcast mi/'ht not be strictly 
in accordance with that supplied. 

We agree that the very satisfactory/- covers of Kyodo and Jiji 
orecludes the need for monitoring NHK Home or International Service newcasts, 
but we do feel it is important that there should he monitor:' ng of commentaries 
and Press Reviews broadcast by the Home Service and any- comnientaries broadcast 
bv the International Service particularly angled to a foreign audience. It is 
understood that so far no such original comment is broadcast for abroad, and 
I am sure FBIS would not miss any significant departure from this policy. 


Approved For Release 2009/07/23 : C I A- RDP80-00765A000 100020033-6 



Approved For Release 2009/07/23 : C I A- RDP80-00765A000 100020033-6 

m m 


_ 2 - 


Our difficulties in acceoting the script scrutiny method as 
entirely satisfactory^ are heightened by the progressive hendinr over to 
the Jaoanese of the control of their ovn affairs, and also the nossibilitv 
of stricter Government control of NHK folloving the recent announcement of 
the setting up of a committee to study the revision of the broaccastinr 
lavs. I am sure our interests must be very.'- closely ali^^ned in this matter. 

It is not wit:! out some hesitation that I make these points to y’-ou as I 
realise the uroblem which is created for the Toky/o Bi;reau , but ouit^ 
frankly the script scrutiny/ material from Tokyo is not regarded es 
satisfactory/ by our Foreim Office and Indeed v'e have, I thiif^, in our 
recent Guidance Notes suggested that it should not be included, 

I see from the press here that the '-infence of Ho' toldo is before 
long to be handed back to the Ja^mnese, and this 'prompts m- to wt-nder vhat 
is to be the future of the Bureau there. I Ijiov '^ou had ilans for th.is 
eventuality but I should be interested to learn whether these are to be 
put into operation. In any event I am sure this will not affect the 
valuable coverage which Hokkaido has given us. 

There is one other point which I ini-ht take this o i W'ortur:.ity/ of 
mentioning to you, end that is that a week or ty-o amo Murrays of the Foreim 
Office, who is one of Dean's deputies, rang me u--' to say that they did not 
anticipate that there would be any great difficulty^ in reac^in a satisfactory’- 
conclusion over the licensing of your operati-^ns in Cy^oru.s, and that, he did 
not expect that we would be called upon to tahe any^ stoos ■'n t’le mc.tter. 

I hy^ve not heard arp’t.hing more since then but I take it from this that 
matters are proceodinr smoothly. 

I hope that you felt that your visit here wyas worth while. For 
myself it wus of the greatest value as it enabled me to discuss with vou 
the oroblems which ere now facina us and wbiich are not so easily dealt with 
in writing. There have been no further develooments in our budgetary 
situation since you w’ere here but I an ex'oecting to ’earn more about the 
end of the month. 


Yours sincerely, 



J.T. Campbell 
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